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Supplement to Dottle's Flora of the Upper 
G an g eti c Plain and of the adjacent Siwalik 
and Sub-Hhnaliyan Tracts by M. B. Raizada. 
M/s Bishen Singh Mahendra Pal Singh, 
Dehra Dun, pp. i-vii+1-359. 1976. 

Prof. M. B. Raizada has been interested in 
the flora particularly grasses of the plains of 
northern India for the last about 5 decades 
and his first publication on the region 
appeared in 1931. The Flora of the Upper 
Gangetic Plain by Duthie covers a large 
part of the plains of north India covering the 
present 'States of Uttar Pradesh, parts of 
Rajasthan, Haryana and Madhya Pradesh. 

After the publication of Duthie’s work 
between 1903 and 1929 very significant deve¬ 
lopments have taken place in the floristics of 
this region particularly by the establishment 
of three Government Institutions viz. the 
National Botanic Gardens at Lucknow and 
Regional Officers of the Botanical Survey of 
India at Dehra Dun and Allahabad. The 
large botanical collections in these three 
Institutions and several university and college 
botany departments where floristic studies 
have been undertaken, resulted in numer¬ 
ous additions to the angiospermic flora of 
the region. Also, considerable stabilization 
of rules of nomenclature during the last half 
century, revision of several families and 
genera either in India or in adjacent regions 
has resulted in changes of names of many 
plants occurring in the gangetic plains. 

Prof. Raizada has made a very significant 


contribution in bringing all this information 
together in this Supplement. Many descrip¬ 
tions have been modified and improved. The 
Supplement does not cover the family 
Gramineae (Poaceae) because Prof. Raizada 
along with the present reviewer have sepa¬ 
rately published account on this family in 
the Indian Forest Records and the Indian 
Forester. 

The Latin diagnosis of two new species 
in the genus Phaseolus is provided in the 
Corrigenda, pp. 357. 

Prof. Raizada certainly deserves congratu¬ 
lations that even after his retirement he has 
maintained interest in the floristics of this 
region and has brought out this work at a 
time when interest in floristics has revived 
all over the country. Die work will cer¬ 
tainly help the students and research'-workers 
of the area and also in the preparation of 
the State and National Floras. 

The printing of the book is fairly - satis¬ 
factory but some printing mistakes have 
crept in at various places. Many (not all) of 
these printing errors have been rectified 
through the corrigendum given at the end 
of the book. Authors of scientific books 
have hard time trying to compromise with 
the haste of the printers. 

This Supplement should find a place in the 
libraries of all research and educational ins¬ 
titutions dealing with the plants of India. 

S, K. Jain 
Botanical Survey of India, Howrah 





